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ABSTRACT

Nowadays prison sentence is the penalty that the court in Thailand enforces the most,
because prison sentence responds to the need of citizen that want to see the offender being
punished. In a way, prison sentence separates an individual from the society. Even though the
prison sentence seems to be the most effective kind of penalty, since it achieves the purpose of
penalty, and lives up the expectation of the majority that an offender should receives a
punishment for his crime, the criminal justice should be confident that the individual is suitable
for a criminal procedure and prison punishment. However, the purpose of penalty at the present
has been changed from the need to revenge to rehabilitate the convict, so that he can come back to
the society and live peacefully in the future. A proper penalty for each individual is therefore
essential, since each human being has a different personality and behavior in committing a crime.
A rehabilitation or behavior change should be executed individually. To perform this principle,
the fact that each human being does not have the same capability to take responsibility equally
should be taken into account. Also, there are some kinds of individuals that do not deserve an
amnesty.

This penalty principle must directly put a concentration on the convict by improving
his behavior and attitude, because the penalty that aims to cause difficulties or negative effects is
not appropriate in some case and does not lead to the change in behavior of a convict. The
procedure that prison staff should follow is “Prisoner’s Classification”, which is the most
important process, as it scrutinizes prisoners and reveals the status as well as information of the
prisoners. Nevertheless, the Prisoner’s classification should not be confused with separate
imprisonment. Prisoner’s Classification is the measure in treating the prisoners on an individual

basis, in order to plan and customize a rehabilitation program for each prisoner. Some prisoners



should receive a soft stick, while some prisoners should be given a hard stick. As a result,
Prisoner’s classification is crucial at this stage, where rehabilitation effectively carries out and
produces citizens that respect the law and are capable of living with other inhabitants in the
society harmoniously.

The study of inmate classification in Thailand shows that the country has a legal
measure for Prisoner’s classification as found in the Corrections Act B.E. 2479, Section 11. The
details are identified in the Ministry of the Interior laws in Section 58, in which the classification
rules are specified and categorized. The categorization takes gender, age, severity of offense,
level of criminal into consideration. However, the law does not enact the objective, rule,
procedure and measure of classifying the inmate. Moreover, according to the Prisoner’s
classification measure, prisoner management and control must be considered in the inmate
classification process. In this case, the prison in Thailand does not abide by the United Nations’
standard minimum rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, because the standard minimum rules of
the United Nations imposes that the classification should contain factors in gender, age, criminal
record, reason for conviction, and need to adjustment. A convict must be separated from a
prisoner completely. The prisoner in a civil case should be parted from the prisoner in a criminal
case. In addition, the juvenile prisoner should be isolated from the adult prisoner. Otherwise, the
prison staff will not be able to classify the Prisoner individually, which might violate the dignity

of human beings and right to freedom of prisoners, according to the constitution.
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. Purpose of prison training and treatment
The purpose of the training and treatment of convicted prisoners shall be to encourage and assist

them to lead a good and useful life.
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(1) Prisoners shall be classified, in accordance with any directions of the Secretary of
State, having regard to their age, temperament and record and with a view to maintaining good
order and facilitating training and, in the case of convicted prisoners, of furthering the purpose of
their training and treatment as provided by rule 3.
(2) Unconvicted prisoners
(a) shall be kept out of contact with convicted prisoners as far as the governor
considers it can reasonably be done, unless and to the extent that they have consented to share
residential accommodation or participate in any activity with convicted prisoners; and
(b) shall under no circumstances be required to share a cell with a convicted
prisoner.
(3) Prisoners committed or attached for contempt of court, or for failing to do or
abstain from doing anything required to be done or left undone:
(a) shall be treated as a separate class for the purposes of this rule;
(b) notwithstanding anything in this rule, may be permitted to associate with any
other class of prisoners if they are willing to do so; and
(¢) shall have the same privileges as an unconvicted prisoner under rules 20 (5),
23 (1) and 35 (1).
(4) Nothing in this rule shall require a prisoner to be deprived unduly of the society
of other persons.
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