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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “Communication and Adaptation for Inheritance of Local
Culture : A Case Study of Lanna Folk Song “Sor”in Chiang Rai” has three main objectives.
Firstly, to study and compare the adaptation of Lanna folk song or “sor” during its three
developmental phases, from the past to the present which are: traditional Sor phase, Sor and
media contact phase, and applied Sor phase, on the basis of six adaptation characteristics which
are: form and content, communication through performance, roles and functions, negotiation,
networking, and administration and management. Secondly, the study also analyzes factors, both
internal and external factors, which influence the transmission of the folk song. The internal
factor being the characteristics of the folk song whiles the external factor being the local context,
the environment, political dimension, economics and society. Thirdly, the study also proposes
adaptation guidelines for the transmission of the folk song for identity revitalization and
empowering the existence of the folk song in Chiang Rai. The instruments used in data collection
were document analysis, interviews, focus group interview, participatory observation and non-
participatory observation. The target group was stakeholders in all organs within the community
and outside of the community.

The study found that Sor folk song in Chiang Rai shows that the Sor folk song
naturally adapts itself in the following external characteristics: form of the Sor performance,
performance venue, costumes, and the dances accompanying the Sor performance. The core value
of the Sor that should be maintained and revitalized are: knowledge and wisdom of the Sor folk

song, belief system and the ritual of paying respect to teachers, Lanna identity expression through



the rhythm of the folk song, Lanna identity expressed through Northern Thai dialect, the
worldview on the relationship of worldly matters with dhamma, instilling Buddhist morals and
virtues, entertainment with content connoting the release of sexual restrictions which even though
still exists, it has diverted with its role being reduced in lieu of the globalized media.

Thus, for the future, Sor folk song is forced to have a planned adaptation, specifically
Articulation or Hybridization, so as to be able to exist in the midst of the changing life style of the
modern world. The planned adaptation is mainly attempting to maintain the traditional Sor
performance and at the same time acknowledging the new and applied folk song or “sor sing”.
This means there is a balance of both the conservation and the applied Sor folk song based on the
“Fishway of Arts” principle which means the transmission of the folk song should be focused to
both the performers and the audience. In addition, the transmission has to include the
performance-type media, object media, and ritual media. Moreover, Sor folk song should be
maintained as a medium-size media for the province due to its highly local media characteristic
and its continuous role and functions to the communities’ lifestyle which includes the traditional
roles and functions and the newly developed ones. The importance of the irreplaceable roles and
functions of the folk song should be acknowledged as they are relevant and important to the
society.

The new findings of this study can be expanded for further study using grounded
theory and a conceptual thinking that can be used for the explanation which is “Sor as a
performing media”. The Sor as a performing media has highly distinct characteristic which is a
media that blends well the two types of performances, the worldly one and the Dhamma one. Sor
folk song, maintains its roles and functions as a kind mass media in which the New Media cannot
replace. The impromptu presentation of the content is highly connected to the audience’s lifestyle.
The folk song also presents the distinct capabilities of the highly-skilled and well-trained Sor folk
song singers. The singer has to be flexible in terms of the lyrics, the rhythm, and time and space
appropriateness. A medium sized media with a local identity and Lanna style friendly

management.
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