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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are 1) to study level of people’s participation in
conservation tourism management : Wat Takien floating market, Bangkruay district, Nonthaburi
province 2) to survey knowledge and understanding of people in conservation tourism 3) to study
problems, obstacles and suggestions towards people’s participation in conservation tourism
management. The sample was divided into two groups : people live in Bang Khu Wiang sub-
district, Bangkruay district, Nonthaburi province and stakeholders regarding tourism of Wat
Takien floating market, Bangkruay district, Nonthaburi province. This research is the quantitative
research by using questionnaires to collect 400 people in Bang Khu Wiang sub-district by quota
sampling. In the qualitative approach samples are selected by purposive sampling through in-
depth interviews. Descriptive and inferential statistics (Percentage, frequency distribution, Mean,
Standard Deviation, t-test and One-way ANOVA) are employed to analyze data.

The results showed that the most samples who were women more than men and had
average age between 36-50 years. Most of them were entrepreneurs (local vendors) with bachelor
degree. They had monthly income between 10,000-20,000 baht, and have been living there more
than 10 years.

In terms of people’s participation the finding showed that most people had
participated to manage conservation tourism at moderate level. When considering in each side of
the participation, it was found that most people participated in conservation tourism at high level
because of benefit, followed by the participation in operation at moderate level and the

participation in evaluation at low level. It was also the participation in decision making at low



level. In terms of knowledge and understanding of people in conservation tourism, the study
showed that most people have knowledge and understanding of conservation tourism at high
level.

The results of the in-depth interview with stakeholders regarding tourism of Wat
Takien floating market, Bangkruay district, Nonthaburi province showed that the local state
performance importantly focused on responding the needs of the community. The entrepreneurs
of Wat Takien floating market usually keep their stores clean. Community leader (monk) is the
responsible administrator and takes care of Wat Takien floating market. In terms of knowledge
and understanding of conservation tourism of 3 stakeholder groups, they had the same comments
that conservation tourism was the tradition such as sales on the boats. Most participation of
community depended on the needs of temple. The suggestions from 3 stakeholder groups were on
managing products for tourist’s convenience and conserving local culture and local products.

It’s suggested that temple, government and private sector have to encourage people to
realize the benefit received from participation. This can lead to the development and
understanding of the roles and responsibilities of all parties by encouraging people to practice and

do activities together.
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