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ABSTRACT

Since Thailand is a country with hot climate, ice is widely and popularly consumed
by its people. However, since there are currently no laws that specifically control the business of
consumable ice production, problems of unsanitary consumable ice have been found frequently.
It is important and necessary to amend existing laws regarding control on production, packaging,
and transporting processes of consumable ice. For this purpose, the study have examined
responsible organizations, remedy acts, and relevant punishment measures. The study results are
expected to lead to justice of all stakeholders, and bring safety to people when they consume ice.

From studying some laws regarding control on the consumable ice production
industry at present, it was found that there are some regulations specifying that the manufacturers
must produce ice by following the laws concerning consumer protection. However, we still
frequently hear about problems regarding quality and cleanness of ice, which can be harmful to
health of consumers in Thai society. In order to provide some guidelines for improving Thai laws
regarding consumable ice production, the author conducted this study by comparing food laws,
with an emphasis on consumable ice, of Thailand and other countries namely Japan and
Singapore. In addition, interviews were conducted with persons relevant to consumable ice such
as consumers, retail shop owners, wholesale show owners, ice producers, and authorities in
charge. The findings are expected to be useful for guiding amendment of consumer protection
laws regarding consumable ice production businesses, so that the laws are more efficient and
more appropriate to the current situation. Moreover, such amendment of the laws should ensure

justice to all relevant parties.



From studying the problems with the afore-mentioned approach, the author would
like to make recommendations for solving problems regarding control of consumable ice
production as follow. (1) There should be an amendment on the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH)’s
announcement by adopting the standards of Good Manufacturing Practice (G.M.P.), so that ice
manufacturers follow the standards in controlling their buildings, tools, machines, and
equipments used for producing consumable ice. Quality of water for ice production and sanitary
of workers must also be controlled with such these standards. (2) There should be an amendment
on the MOPH’s Announcement on Production methods, Production equipment, and Food
preservation regarding measures for preventing contamination during transportation by specifying
that ice must be kept in containers designed specifically for keeping ice within a separate area for
ice storage on the transport truck. Additionally, the floor must be disinfected regularly. (3) There
should be special regulations for controlling quality of ice containers by revising the MOPH’s
Announcement No. 295 entitling “Specifications of Quality and Standards of Plastic Containers”.
Such revision may include a prohibition on reuse of containers used for storing other kinds of
food or poisonous materials for storing ice cubes. In case of ice blocks to be sold at retail shops,
each block shall be packaged in order to prevent the seller from using dirty or rusty knives for
cutting it. (4) Local Public Health officers should randomly check harmful heavy metals
contaminating ice of entrepreneurs more frequently in order to control quality of their production.
A law specifying a systematic approach for determining a middle price that is fair for consumers
should also be issued. This will correspond to intention of the Price Fixing and Anti-Monopoly
Act B.E. 2522 regarding quality control of goods. (5) More punishments should be added, such as
fines according to the Food Act B.E. 2522 regarding production and importation of contaminated,
fake, and nonstandard food. Fines should be calculated as Day Fines, which are based on daily
income of entrepreneurs. This approach will be effective in warning entrepreneurs not to commit
that illegal action again. Another approach to be considered in calculating a fine is to rely on the
damage cost occurring to customers as caused by the manufacture and distributors of a same
product. Fines for the damage cost should be determined by sharing responsibility of the

stakeholders based on their market shares.
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