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ABSTRACT

In Thailand, there are several healthcare systems delivering to people but the three
healthcare systems are most important to be mentioned here. They are the civil servant medical
benefit scheme, the social security scheme, and the universal coverage scheme. A variety of
healthcare systems lead to problems of redundant expenditure for overall healthcare services.
Therefore, National Healthcare Security Act B.E. 2545, according to Article 9 and Article 10,
requires the civil servant medical benefit scheme and the social security scheme to be merged
with the universal coverage scheme. The main purpose of merging is to reduce the cost spent for
overall healthcare service by avoiding redundant expenditure and organizing the new healthcare
service system for people to access healthcare service thoroughly and efficiently. The National
Health Security Office is solely responsible for management of these healthcare services under
National Healthcare Security Act B.E. 2545.

The study found that the civil servant medical benefit scheme assists the civil
servants, pensioners and their family members for healthcare. The social security scheme
provides the healthcare support to the insured persons. The universal coverage scheme is
designed for all people to have rights, equally, to receive healthcare service thoroughly with the
same standards required by the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand. The three-healthcare
service systems have their own intention to assist people in healthcare service in different ways.
The extent of right holders, received benefits and sources of funding is also different to each
other. Under National Healthcare Security Act B.E. 2545, Article 9 and Article 10 combine the

three-healthcare service systems together but it still accepts the benefits and rights people used to



have under the civil servant medical benefit scheme, the social security scheme, and the universal
coverage scheme. Therefore, when all people are under the universal healthcare service system,
this may cause problems about inequality and injustice. On the contrary, if there is no such
combination of the three-healthcare service systems, it would not violate the principle of equal
treatment and unfair discrimination. In addition, Article 66 of the National Healthcare Security
Act B.E. 2545 calls for completing the merging of the three-healthcare service systems within one
year since the effective date of this Act. Unfortunately, until now, the National Health Security
Office cannot finish this mission. Consequently, Article 9 and Article 10 of National Healthcare
Security Act B.E. 2545 are not actually in force.

For the problems concerning redundant expenditure of rights for healthcare service
cost, this thesis found that the civil servant medical benefit scheme, the social security scheme,
and the national health security system, provide people with different aids for healthcare. Now,
the Royal Decree on Welfare Budget for Healthcare B.E. 2553 has already solved the redundant
expenditure problem among different rights and benefits available under the civil servant medical
benefit scheme, the social security scheme, and the national health security system.

From the study of healthcare service system of other countries, it found that the health
care service systems in United States and England are the health security systems free for all.
Their sources of funding derive from taxation. Singapore’s health security system employs
money-saving system to support people’s medical care. However, to introduce health care
systems of these countries into Thailand, the tax levy in Thailand must be more effective and
collected in a high rate to prevent the government from the burden of spending its budget to
deliver healthcare service to people by whom the burden will finally be carried. In addition, the
healthcare systems of these countries have both in forms of separate management under several
organs and management within the single body. Therefore, Thailand is not ready for them.

As said above, this thesis suggests that Article 9 and 10 of National Healthcare
Security Act B.E. 2545 should be cancelled to allow people have their rights under their previous

healthcare systems
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