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ABSTRACT

The three main aims of this research project are: 1) to learn and understand the
portrayal of homosexual life in the Thai movie 2) to study the identity of gay that appears in Thai
movies and 3) to explore and compare the identity of gay in the film industry with the identity in
Thai society. Information was gathered using a qualitative research method, to analyze the
content from movies that included homosexual men. Information was also gathered from in-depth
interviews from a Group of experts that included movie directors and experts in the field
regarding the identity and gay audience members. From researching the way homosexual men are
dressed in Thai movies, it was found that there are two types of gays one that dresses as a normal
man and the second type dresses as a woman wearing make-up with a feminine hairstyle with
woman-like gestures. The identities of the majority of movies involving leading homosexual
characters are either comedies or tragedies. The emotional moods of homosexual characters are
generally labile and they behave and speak with an emphasis to be similar to women. It was found
that the language used was generally derogatory regularly swearing or using stereotypical comical
words that is perceived to be used by gay men. The content of these movies aim to highlight the
comedic and tragic aspects of gay life regularly using vulgar words. It appears that one of the
main intentions for the inclusion of homosexual men in Thai movies is to introduce colorful and
comedic characters. From interviewing movie directors, it showed that the representation of
homosexual men in films was an accurate portrayal of gays in current Thai society. The language
used by gay characters in Thai movies compared to society has some similarities, however in
movies the characters often over exaggerate and use coarse language to fit into stereotypes. This
over-exaggeration allows viewers to easily identify gay characters. Finally, in the movies gay

characters are able to express their own opinions or ideas even if they are deemed political or



controversial. However in current society if homosexual men express these same ideas they can

often be considered unacceptable.
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