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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to examine the handling of crimes committed both by
and against children and adolescents. Among the most serious types of crime involving children
are sex crimes, and especially rape committed by juveniles. Many young people, who by nature
are curious, driven to experimentation and excited by a challenge, often see sex as a small matter
and therefore fail to appreciate the possible consequences of their actions. Many school-age
children today are sexually active. Many young girls have abandoned traditional sexual mores
that value virginity. Many adolescent boys deny responsibility when their sexual partners become
pregnant. Cases involving sex between minors are increasingly frequent as children and young
people tend to live from day to day, giving little thought to the future. In cases of rape committed
by juveniles, most of the victims are likewise minors. The two parties may be mutually attracted,
or the two people involved may be simply sexually curious. But when one of the parties is
accused of rape, he is likely to claim that the other party gave her consent to the sexual act in
hope of avoiding punishment. However, because the law does not recognize consent in cases
where those involved are under the age of 15, the party accused of rape may be found guilty of a
criminal offense. This research suggests that special measures should be adopted to deal
appropriately with children and adolescents accused of rape in those cases where the victim
admits to having given consent. These measures should replace the current system whereby the
accused is subject to criminal proceedings and sentencing to a juvenile detention center. Such a

change would ensure fairer treatment of both parties in cases of rape involving minors.
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“If an alleged delinquent who is in detention pending trial within thirty days from the date
upon which such detention was begun, the information shall be dismissed on motion of the alleged or
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the juvenile or his counsel or consented to by the juvenile or his counsel, or would be in the interest
of justice in the particular case. Delays attributable solely to court calendar congestion may not be
considered in the interest of justice. Except in extraordinary ccircumstances, An information dismissed
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