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ABSTRACT

Advertisement of alcohol beverage is seen as one of significant market strategies used
by alcohol industry in increasing their sale volume and in stimulating consumption of alcohol
beverage. Advertisement also has an influence on attitude and consumption behavior which may
mislead the consumer and create the acceptance among the public toward drinking alcohol while
neglect the fact that alcohol is not an ordinary product and that consumption of alcohol may bring
about various problems including crimes, domestic violence, road accident etc.

This thesis is aimed at examining legal measures for consumer protection related to
advertisement of alcohol beverage in Thailand and relevant statutory provisions applicable to
advertisement of alcohol beverage in foreign countries including European Union, France,
England and Norway for the purpose of comparing legal measures used for controlling
advertisement of alcohol beverage. Findings from the study show that measures used for
controlling advertisement of alcohol beverage currently in force in Thailand are those stipulated
in Food Act B.E. 2522 and Alcohol Control Act B.E. 2551 which are found to have loopholes that
allow alcohol industry to violate the laws in different manners. The currently applicable laws also
show inadequacy and bring about certain problems such as hidden ads, advertisement at the
selling point, and advertisement in the radio and television media in violation to the law. These
reflect that the existing measures are not adequately efficient to be used for controlling
advertisement of alcohol beverage including sanction measures against the violators and thus
advertisement of alcohol beverage is still found generally.

From the above mentioned problems, the Author therefore suggests measures to

address such problems as follows: ( 1) definition of “alcohol beverage” should follow such



applicable under Alcohol Control Act B.E. 2551 in order to avoid confusion as to interpretation
and enforcement and in particular, the such Act should be the sole statue for controlling
advertisement of alcohol beverage (2) a provision prohibiting advertisement of alcohol beverage
at the selling point should be enacted. (3) Amendment should be made to Alcohol Control Act
B.E. 2551 Section 32 related to prohibition of hidden ads of alcohol beverage in any manners (4)
The period permitted for advertisement of alcohol beverage should be strictly set out where such
advertisement via radio and television media during 05.00 — 24.00 hr. shall be prohibited in order
to make it difficult to be exposed by the youth, the target group of advertisement of alcohol
beverage and (5) sanction measures should be strictly enforced against those enterprises violating
the provision including suspension or withdrawal of business license.

In addition, the Author is of the opinion that other measures such as publicizing of
adverse effect of alcohol beverage to the youth, tax measures etc. should be considered to

facilitate effective control of advertisement of alcohol beverage.
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