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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the issue of whether information obtained
from a lie detector test, which measures an accused person’s physical reactions in response to
questions, should be admitted as evidence in a court of law. The research also studies the value of
such evidence in determining the guilt or innocence of a defendant. The researcher has reviewed
current theories and opinions on this issue from texts written by both Thai and foreign legal
experts. He has also studied the procedures used in conducting lie detector tests on accused
persons, as well as the need to use lie detector tests in questioning suspects, the legal parameters
within which such testing is administered, and the procedures employed in analyzing test results.

The study has found that the evidence obtained from lie detector tests administered on
suspects during an investigation is unjust. As the purpose of such testing is to process the results
of physical changes in a suspect’s body, it is little different from conducting a search of the
suspect’s person, for which consent may not be assumed, just as a suspect may not be compelled
to incriminate him/herself during the investigation of a crime.

As for the value of the evidence obtained from lie detector tests, the study has found
that it is of little value as the latest research has determined that the results of lie detector tests on
individuals can be ambiguous and are not reliable in all cases. Therefore, the evidence from lie
detector testing should be given little weight. This is in contrast to evidence obtained by means of
other, more modern scientific methods, such as DNA testing and blood group testing, which
produce reliable evidence that can be used in determining the guilt or innocence of a suspect or

defendant.
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