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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to study cases involving the application of custody
criteria and duration to the accused during the inquiry process of the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) in order to determine the extent of the suitability and effectiveness of such
measures in the prevention and suppression of corruption.

The study found that the custody measures specified in the Criminal Procedure Code
are vital to the effectiveness of law enforcement for general criminal cases. However, at present,
the NACC does not apply these custody criteria to any of its inquiry, even though similar
provisions are also decreed in the Anti-Corruption Act of B.E. 2542. Under this legislation, the
NACC may apply the custody criteria and duration in the Criminal Procedure Code to the
accused if it deems necessary.

The NACC’s inquiry process is unique and different from the routine proceedings
implemented by inquiry officials. It is unlikely that the existing custody criteria in the Criminal
Procedure Code can be applied or enforced with any effectiveness to corruption inquiries.
Therefore, relevant laws should be amended in such a way that the NACC is empowered with the
power to bring an accused into custody under a different and separate set of custody criteria and
duration from the existing criteria in the Criminal Procedure code. Such amendment should be
appropriately in line with the inquiry process of the NACC in order to improve its operational

effectiveness.
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