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ABSTRACT

Offences on the grounds of insult and defamation are offences according to the Criminal
Code of Law, which aims to control public communications and discourse so that such offences
will not unjustly affect the dignity or reputation of any particular person. To put it another way,
this is a way of protecting human dignity and human values from being impinged upon, other
than with the consent of those who are likely to be offended. For this reason, it can be assumed
that offences on the grounds of insult and defamation constitute a violation of individual rights.

This study has revealed that offences on the grounds of insult are more serious than those
on the grounds of defamation. This can be estimated by the more severe punishments accorded to
the different types of offences. Offences on the grounds of defamation are categorized in the
second part of the Offences Section whereas those on the grounds of insult are in the third part,
which is concerned with misdemeanours. This part deals with light penalties for actions that are
considered to be misdeeds that may cause irritation or disrupt society in general. Because of these
differences, the application of legal provisions for these two types of misdemeanour has deviated
from the legal intent to provide protective measures. This means that the legal provisions
concerning offences on the grounds of insult and those for defamation are meant to protect
individual rights and the human dignity that constitutes the “the honour” that each individual is
entitled to and is truly a personal matter and they are not the kind of offence that may cause
disorder in society. Because of such misinterpretations, there has been continued confusion in the
use and interpretation of the legal provisions concerning these two types of offences. This has

resulted in the failure of the Criminal Code in Thailand to truly protect human “honour”.
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