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Thesis Title : Social and Cultural Contexts of Korea

as Shown on TV Drama Series “Full House”

Researcher : Nanthida Dokkaew
Advisor : Associate Professor Kullathip Sastraruji, Ph.D.
Major : Business:.Communications

ABSTRACTS

The research on/Korean social and’cultural contexts as shown on TV drama series
“Full House” had objectives to study the social and cultural.context of Korea as presented in TV
drama series “Full House”. The reSearch methods were Qualitative Research using Content
Analysis on 16 episodes of the séries. The analysis focused on Theme, different angles of social
context and cultural context of Korea. An In- Depth Interview was also conducted on 10 viewers

who watched “Full House”.

The results showed that 16 episodes of the series “Full House” had their themes.
They had social and cultural contexts which were the combination of modernization (Western)
and traditional context (Korean). The obvious social context‘were found on the different classes
of people in society, the Live-In before marriage of teénage lovers, and the life style of two
generations of family members living together in one house. The clear cultural contexts found
were food, consumer products, jewelry, accessories, and fashionable clothes. The main characters

in this drama series reflected on different formats of social'and cultural contextss

The outstanding factors that drew viewers to overwhelmingly embrace in Korean
drama series were the similarity to Thailand’s teenage drama series especially prominent
character of leading actor and actress which portrayed the real life. Furthermore, it was found
that time of viewing was not an obstacle to watch the series as most viewers enjoyed watching it

on CD.

The results form this research showed that Korean TV drama series were the cultural

products that represented Korea in spreading Koreaness to Thai audience in different



entertainment formats, and to create the Korean Wave that led to the acceptance of Korean culture
resulting in the continuity of filming production and exports of TV series into Thailand. With

such great attention received from Thai audience, this could be one of the domination of foreign

culture that might aditional culture of Thai people.
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