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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to study the measures promoting biparties system in a
workplace under the labour relations law. This is done by studying the case of joint consultation,
since an employer’s single-sided exercise of managerial power in a workplace without prior
consultation with the employees often leads to conflicts and labour relations disputes, e.g.
termination of employment contract, transfer of work position, workplace relocation, or
temporary stoppage of operation, etc. Although the Labour Relations Act B.E. 2518 stipulates a
joint consultation process between the employer and the Employees’ Committee, but the said
stipulated system or mechanism still fails to effectively encourage a good labour relations in a
workplace.

The study has shown that, under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.
2550, there is no legislative requirement that the government has duty to arrange labour relations
mechanism in biparties system. Also, according to the Labour Relations Act B.E. 2518, the
Employees’ Committee has the power to consult with the employer only on specific matters as
stipulated by laws and has no power to make joint decisions together with the employer on other
important matters which may affect the employees, e.g. termination of employment contract, and
has no power to make any agreement with the employer whatsoever. In addition, the Employees’
Committee is not the representative of the employees under the laws. This often results in legal
and technical problems in taking legal procedures on behalf of the employees and the employer
does not normally accept nor have confidence in the Committee’s actions. The Employees’
Committee also has no legal rights to information in the workplace, which renders joint

consultation with the employer not very effective. Moreover, currently a child 15 years of age can



enter the workforce for certain types of work according to the labour protection law and thus
often leads to child labour right violation, but the Labour Relations Act B.E. 2518 fails to address
this child worker-employer relation mechanism, which is not in line with the labour protection
law. Therefore, although the measures promoting biparties system in the workplace are present
under the laws, the Employees’ Committee still lacks powers and duties to serve as an effective
mechanism to reduce and solve labour relation conflicts between employer and employees.

This thesis proposes to make adjustments to the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand B.E. 2550 and the Labour Relations Act B.E. 2518 by adding the measures promoting
biparties system through joint consultation in a workplace by expanding the scope of duties and
powers and increasing the rights of the Employees’ Committee in various areas so as to
strengthen the existing legislative discussion system to serve as an effective mechanism to

promote good labour relations between employer and employees.
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