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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study communication forms for identity
construction of Mahouts in Kui, Surin Province, in relation to signification and values
of Kui Mahouts’ identity, and to study identity transmission of Kui Mahouts in the
age of globalization.

This research covers qualitative methodology, collecting data from related
documents, in-depth interviews and participatory observation made on 2 sample
groups of 30 namely, Kui Mahouts and their supporters.

The research results found that there were 2 forms of communication for
identity construction of Mahouts in Kui, Surin Province: interpersonal and cultural
communication, which have served as an important mechanism to help the identity
construction of Mahouts to exist in the globalization age.

As for the signification and values of Kui Mahouts’ identity, it is found
that a Mahout was required to be appointed by senior ones and to experience lasso of
wild elephants. The Kui Mahouts are proud and feel honorable to receive the transfer
of Elephant Studies and farming from their forefathers.

As for identity transmission of Kui Mahouts in Surin Province in the
globalization age, it is found that the learners had to rely on observation,
memorization and on-the-job training. The knowledge of Kui Mahouts has been
inherited solely to their families.

Therefore, it can be concluded that the communication for identity
construction of Mahouts in Kui, Surin Province, serves as an important mechanism to
communicate among the Khmer, Kui and Thai cultures. The Kui Mahouts have
adapted themselves to survive in the age of globalization. The elephants have changed
their role from dwelling in the house to performing as commanded by the director, or
Mahout. As a result, personal identity of Kui Mahouts have been faded. The culture of
by Kui Mahouts in Surin Province has been gradually transformed to become the
capitalistic products in the globalization age.
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