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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study problems and barriers on protection for child labour in
agricultural sector in Thailand in order to find out the possible ways to amend the related laws so
that they can be more appropriate and the child labour can be truly protected. This study is in the
form of documentary research by focusing on the concepts and working conditions of child labour
in agricultural sector, laws related to the child labour protection in agricultural sector in Thailand,
the international labour standard of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the foreign
laws related to the child labour protection in agricultural sector.

It is found from the study that, at present, Thailand has announced the Ministerial
Regulations on Labour Protection in Agricultural Employment, B.E. 2547 (2004) stipulating to
provide the protection for labour in agricultural sector. However, the said law fails to
appropriately provide the protection for child labour in agricultural sector. Since it is in the form
of the Ministerial Regulations, there is the certain restriction that the protection cannot be
provided for the labour in agricultural sector to cover all respects. The protection in the certain
respects has still been provided in accordance with the Labour Protection Act, B.E. 2541 (1998),
which was enacted with the aim to particularly protect the labour in industrial and commercial
sectors. The enforcement of the Labour Protection Act, B.E. 2541 (1998) creates the
inconsistency with the working and employment conditions of child labour in agricultural sector,
which are different from other types of employment in several respects; such as, the minimum
age, types of permitted and prohibited employments for child labour, working hours,
remunerations, holidays, leaves, welfare, safety, sanitation and environment of working etc.

Therefore, in order to provide the protection which is appropriate and consistent with
the conditions of working and employment in agricultural sector for child labour in agricultural

sector, it is extremely necessary to enact the particular law to protect the labour in agricultural



sector by providing the provision on the child labour protection in a chapter within the said law.
Under the this law, the child aged under 13 years old should be entitled to work in the certain
fields in agricultural sector subject to the conditions provided. The working hours of child labour
should be specially fixed for the shorter period of time than the adult. The child aged under 18
years old should be entitled to work overtime in agricultural sector etc. All abovementioned

should be beneficial for Thailand’s international trade negotiation with other countries.
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