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ABSTRACT

The labor shortage in both industrial and agricultural sectors due to the dramatically
rapid subsequent growth of the Thai economy has drawn a huge demand for labor in both the
industrial and service sector, resulting in the restructuring of the Thai labor. Labor from the
agricultural sector enters into industrial and service more and more frequently including
increasing of Thai labor working abroad, resulting in a shortage of domestic labor, most of which
is unskilled. This is eventually resolved by the employment of an immigrant labor force, the
majority of which are from neighboring countries whose economic conditions are poorer than that
of Thailand, e.g. Burma, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

The increasing of illegal foreign labor entering into Thailand has drawn many social
problems, causing the government to implement an ad-hoc policy of driving immigrant labor
from Thailand. This policy of driving out immigrant labor is only partially applied, because there
are certain types of jobs Thai workers are unwilling to perform due to their demeaning nature, for
example, dirt exposed jobs and low income jobs such as labor on fishery boats, construction
projects, rubber plantation workers etc. Despite the advantage of utilizing migrant labor to
ameliorate a domestic labor shortage, the presence of a foreign labor force creates some problems,
such as diminishing job availability for Thais workers as well as criminal and social problems.
The presence of immigrant labor is both lawful and unlawful, the lawful portion which is mainly
comprised of American, Chinese and Japanese labor who are employed under the Royal
Investment Promotion Act and who are unlikely to cause any problems because their number is
not large, they are easy to control, and they fall under the labor protection law. There are a lot of

unlawful portion of the labor force which because of its size makes it difficult to control.



A study and analysis of current legal measures regarding immigrant being enforced in
Thailand revels that some Royal Acts are outdated and ambiguous. In addition, it was also found
that immigrant labor working in Thailand are unlikely to be protected as it should by the Thai
labor Protection Law, despite the fact that the law is meant to use with every laborer working in
Thailand, regardless of whether they are Thais or foreign.

Therefore, in order to resolve the problems of immigrant workers in Thailand, it is
hereby recommended that the relevant legal measures be amended to work in harmony to this
end. Especially the Foreign Worker Act B.E. 2521 that enforced for a long period of time should

be amended to be more clear, specific and practical.
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