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ABSTRACT

This research is a qualitativesStudy. Tt uses discourse analysis as a methodology to
analyze the content of the “Prime<Minister Thaksin Talk ‘to the people” program which is
broadcast every Saturday morning on Radio Thailand stations. The program is used by Prime
Minister Police Lieutenant/Colonel Thaksin Shinawatra to disseminate ideologies in the form of
public policy to the people. Relying on the principle of political communication, the program is
well-received by audience and its content was often reproduced in the mass media interested in

the topics presented by the PM.

The objectives of this research are as follows: 4) to study political discourse of PM
Thaksin Shinawatra as presented in the ‘“Prime Minister Thaksin Talk to the people” radio
program; 2) to study the reproduction of political ideologies of PM Thaksin as presented in
newspapers; 3) to study the simulation of “Thaksino’s Model” ideology as presented by Police
Lieutenant Colonel Thaksin during the election campaign and the presentation.of these via the
media in the “Prime Minister Thaksin Talk to the people™ radio program: The study relies on
discourse analysis of words and sentences spoken by PM Thaksin in the radio program,
reproduction of news, information and critiques in newspapers, and reinforcement of the

“Thaksino’s Model” ideology.

The research finds that the discourse that took place in the studied period are

discourses that are aimed at providing information and creating understanding with the people.



N

These discourses involve public relations of the administration and use simple, informal language
that is easy to understand. The content could be classified as follows: 1) discourse about poverty
of the people; 2) discourse about the counter-drugs, influential lords and illegal activities
campaign; 3) discourse about the country’s development; and  4) discourse about occasional
and special events. . These topics receive a great deal of attention from other branches of the
media and are reproduced regularly in the media. The reproduction of these discourses is done in
two ways — reproduction by maintaining the original meaning, reproduction by altering the
meaning. In addition, the study finds that the presentation of PM Thaksin’s ideologies in the
“Prime Minister Thaksin Talk to the people” radio program support and are in line with the
“Thaksino’s Model” ideology as presented by Police Lieutenant Colonel Thaksin during the

election campaign.

Based on the research findings, the study has these conclusions: 1) the political
ideologies as presented by/Lieutenant Colonel Thaksin Shinawatra express the meaning clearly
and reliably, basing the information from knowledge, experiences, and information preparation
by the PM himself: The language used is easy to understand and the language creation uses
precise wording in a unique manner. The difference lies in the communication objective — to
whom and about whom. The discourses studied are intended mainly to create good understanding
with the people, to promote their confidence in the leadersand to foster trust from the people.
The connotative meaning of these discourses reflects power and superior leadership; 2) the
reproduction of these discourses in the media either by maintaining the original meaning/or by
altering the meaning into something new shows that the media function to educate the public by
providing information and presenting ideologies from different perspectives;< and =~ 3) the
reinforcement of PM Thaksin’s ideologies in the form of discourses, exhibit objectives in trying
to create a new political culture, to lay the guideline for his political existence, and to promote

good understanding between the government and the people.
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