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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study roles, powers and duties of public prosecutors in the

consideration of the offence of money laundering. In modern society, there are

problems of economic crimes and many criminal organizations also apply modern and

proficient technology to commit the offence. This takes the form of the commission of

the offence which is complex and which has widely connected networks which can

destroy, change or conceal, or hide the case’s evidence. Consequently, countries

which are members of the United Nations have organized many conferences and

devised the United Nations Treaty on Resistance Against the International Crimes

Established in the Form of Organization, A.D. 2000. The aim of this treaty is to foster

cooperation to protect and resist international organized crime. In this regard, the

member countries have concluded many international agreements to be mutually

practiced. One of these significant measures is to launder the property obtained from



e

the commission of the offence. The legal process can be applied by providing powers

to seize, attach and confiscate the property obtained rightfully and legally, but

connected with the commission of the offence, and to monitor and investigate the track

of dirty money, including the income and the fruits of such property.

Therefore, roles, powers and duties of public prosecutors are extremely

important. From the study, it is found that the burden to adduce the commission of the

offence on money laundering is vested to the plaintiff as in common criminal cases.

However, since the case is involved with the complexity of witnesses and evidences,

the public prosecutors should play an important role and should participate from the

case’s commencement. On the other hand, the burden to adduce the matter relating to

the request for the property obtained from the commission of the offence is vested to

the State. The Money Laundering Control Act stipulates the presumption that if the

public prosecutors can adduce to be in line with the condition saying that the property

owner or the person who is the beneficiary thereof is or was associated with an offender

of a predicate offence or an offence of money laundering, it shall be presumed that all

such property is the property connected with the commission of the offence or

transferred in bad faith. Consequently, the burden of prove and adduction is vested to

the property owner, who has to adduce in denying such presumption. The public

prosecutors merely prove that they have complied with the condition of which they

would fully receive the advantages from the said presumption.
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