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ABSTRACT

The Office of His Majesty’s Principal Private Secretary is an independent government
agency of which mission is to serve as His Majesty’s secretary for Royal duties on public
administration as well as His Majesty’s private affairs. His Majesty’s Principal Private Secretary
assumes the Office’s head, operating the concerning affairs under the supervision of the Prime
Minister. According to the Civil Servant Act B.E. 2535 (1992), the officials here are called “Civil
Servant of His Majesty the King”. Though their main benefits and services (e.g. salary, human resources
and promotion) are in the same way to other officials, some difference in the processes of the
appointment, promotion, suspension or resignation is found as well. Under the constitution of
Thailand, the King shall exercise Administrative, Legislative and Judicial powers through the
cabinet, parliament and courts respectively. The works of the Office of His Majesty’s Principal
Private Secretary, hence, must be independent and free from the influence of those institutions since
its objectives and goals are not only to serve His Majesty, the Head of State and “shelter” for all

Thais, but also to follow the laws and ancient court traditions as well.

Law of Administrative Structure B.E. 2539 (1996) has mandated the Office of His
Majesty Principal Private Secretary be under the supervision of the Prime Minister, the Head of
Executive Power. Comparing to other public agency, the Office is regarded as an independent
public agency because it is not under control of Executive Branch. Hence, the practices of the
Office of His Majesty’s Principal Private Secretary maybe different from other agency in 2

aspects: to proceed its duties under the supervision of the Prime Minister and to serve as secretary



for His Majesty. Though all former Prime Ministers have never interfered the works of the Office
before, it is necessary to assign the Office as independent public agency in the same level of
Constitutional Court, Office of the Ombudsman and Office of the Auditor General of Thailand,
etc. Indeed, This would assure the efficiency of the Office of His Majesty’s Principal Private

Secretary in performing its tasks for His Majesty.

This thesis aims to indicate and analyze the roles, authorities and operational
structures of the Office of His Majesty’s Principal Private Secretary which carries out vital duties
for His Majesty and Royal Family. Therefore, being under the supervision of the Prime Minister and
under the same law to other public agencies maybe unsuitable because it probably effect to work
efficiency, structural independence as well as neutrality. Hence, this thesis would suggest further research
should be done in order to produce the understanding on what status, authority and structure would

be appropriate for the Office of His Majesty’s Principal Private Secretary.
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