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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to review the criteria in allocation process of
the student loans fund among universities by the Commission of Higher Education,
and to analyze the distribution patterns of student loans fund comparing between the
state universities and private universities; and between universities located in
Bangkok Metropolitan and peripheral area and in upcountry.

The data used are of secondary sources collected from research documents
and statistical records of the Second Accounting Committee of the Higher Education
Commission. The analysis covers academic years 1998 and 2002. The statistical
methodology employed includes the proportion ratio, percentage, and frequency
analysis of the loan distribution in relation to the number of students by academic
institutions, both public and private ones.

The study found that the loan allocation criteria being used were based on
the number of students in each university, which were not directly related to the
family poverty criterion. Institutionwise, Ramkhamhaeng University received the
highest loans. On average, the loans per head of students were relatively low for the
state university students compared to that of the private universities. Besides, the
overall performances of the higher education loan project are summarized as follows:

1. By percentage, the loan proportions granted to private-university
students were higher than those of the state university students, which is reasonable as
it reflected higher expenses incurred in private university education. This is also true

for universities located in Bangkok and peripheral areas either state or private.



2. The proportion of loan recipient to total number of students were higher
for state and private universities located in regional towns than those located in
Bangkok and peripheral area.

3. Student loans per head of universities located in Bangkok and peripheral
areas were higher than those of universities in regional towns. Similarly, the private
universities received higher per head loans than those of the state universities. For
state and private universities located in Bangkok and peripheral areas, per head loans
granted were higher than those of regional universities.

Based on the results of this study, it is suggested that student loan fund
should adopt other criteria than the number of students, such as the level of tuition fee
the location index, and the number of identified poor students. The loans coverages
should be allocated so as to meet the increasing needs and number of low family
income students. At the same time, the education Ioan project should also be
expanded to cover funds for genius students for enhancing the country’s academic

excellency objective.
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