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ABSTRACT

Rajabhat institutes began as teacher colleges but were re-constituted as
separate entities when they were established by the Rajabhat Institute Act, B.E. 2538.
There are now 41 Rajabhat institutes throughout the Kingdom of Thailand. They are
regarded as the educational institutions most responsible for developing the local
communities. They aim to provide local communities with an academic education to
enable citizens to take up professional careers. They engage in research, offer the
general public academic services and aim to improve and develop cutting edge
technology. They uphold traditional Thai culture and arts and generate well-qualified
teachers. Importantly they strive to improve the academic status of all teachers.
Rajabhat institutes are government bodies which come under the administration of the
Office of the Rajabhat Institute Council. This body is deemed to be a juristic person
recognised as a Department in the Ministry of Education.

The main purpose of this thesis is to study how the administration of
Rajabhat institutes is affected by the Rajabhat Institute Act, B.E. 2538. The focus of
this thesis centres on problems arising from a lack of independence in the fields of
organisation, human resources, finance and academic affairs.

This study of the Rajabhat Institute Act, B.E. 2538 and other related laws
finds that Rajabhat institutes do not in reality have the legal status of a juristic person.
However the Rajabhat Institute Act requires that many administrative duties of
Rajabhats as institutions of Higher Education can only be completed by a competent
juristic person. This leads to Rajabhat institutes encountering difficulties in

administering themselves as by law, they lack the independence to do so.
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