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ABSTRACT
It is widely accepted that since October 11, 2540, when Thailand

promulgated the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2540, up to the
present, most of the Thai people have willingly got involved in politics as never
before. Due to the public participation process, this constitution is called ‘The
People’s Constitution.” Under this constitution, there have been reforms and changes
which had never taken place in the former constitutions of Thailand. In other words,
what has dramatically changed has been a greater political participation by the
people. This public political participation under the present constitution gives the
impression of the direct democracy at the national level. Under this constitution, it is
the duty of the State to promote the following: requests by people demanding
parliament to consider laws or the initiation of bills by people, political participation
in public hearings, initiation and request by people to remove those who hold
political positions.

The purpose of this thesis is to study the degree of public participation in
political matters based on the intention of the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand, B.E. 2540, in which there are provisions concerning the providing of
public rights in political participation. Moreover, this thesis aims to study to what
extent this works in the case where the people are entitled to take part in political
matters and regarding the process and other steps of collecting signatures from the
people for proposing bills and for removing those who hold political positions. In

addition, this thesis studies the process in providing public rights for political



participation by the people under the constitutions of other countries in order to
explore the differences in the process of collecting signatures of the people for
proposing bills and for removing those who hold political positions. This process
was introduced to diminish flaws and to enhance the democratic government through
the representatives. Even though the process and steps in the process for collecting
signatures by the people for proposing the laws and for discharging those who hold
the political positions in each country are different, based on the expediency of each
country, the similarity in each country is that the initiation of the process is by the
people and the final decision is by the people. This shows the full components of
direct democracy as well as creating effective political participation which is the key
productive element in the real practice of democracy.

This study found that the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E.
2540, recognized the right of the people to political participation; the process and
steps involved for political participation by the people, is the source of problems and
obstacles to people in this political participation. That is to say, the process and steps
of collecting signatures by the people for proposing laws and for discharging those
who hold political positions fail to serve the intention of the constitution which
emphasizes political participation by the people. These process and steps also fail to
create any true and expected outcome in practice because the process and steps for
collecting signatures to propose laws and to discharge those who hold political
positions are not clear and explicit., The initiation and the gathering of the
documentary evidence prescribed by law especially the time frame of the process and
in the steps for other procedures are also not clear and explicit. Due to the above
mentioned problems, the Acts regarding political participation by the people for
collecting signatures for proposing laws and for discharging those who hold political
positions should be amended so that the process and other steps will be more
effective and efficient in practice, which is vital for the people to be able to truly get

involved in political participation.
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