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ABSTRACT

This research entitled " The study of errors in the usage of Thai language among the
first year studentsin the undergraduate program of Dhurakijpundit University."As the researcher
is a teacher of the Thai language; a fundamental subject for first year students. A number of
errors and deficiencies in Thai usage are found. These are the main problems which influence
the students usage of Thai in everyday life, especially in their writing. The researcher,
therefore, collected deta from the students' exercises and test paper during the first and second
semester of the academic year 1988. The samples are 186 students from 5 faculties, which is
10 per cent. of the total student population taking courses in Thai language( 1860) .The
textbooks used in the sudy are "Lak Phasa Thai" (Thai grammar) by Phraya Uppakit
Silapasarn, "Khrong Sang Phasa Tha : Rabop Waiyakom™ (Thai structure : Grammar System)
by Wichin Phanuphong and Royal Indtitution's Thai Dictionary, B. E 2525. All there are used

together with the researcher's experience in teaching everyday Thai usage.

According to the study, the results obtained have satisfied the following two objectives
as followed :

1. The results of the sudy revcaled several types of errors in Thai usage, such as
errors in using words, syntax, spelling and punctuation. Number of errors in each category has
also been recorded.

2. The analysis of the data on students' opinions on Tha writing also revealed that
most studentsgot benefits from writing skill exercises mostly for everyday usage. Other
problems are aso found, for example: many teachers did not know students' writing problems ;
teachers used uninteresting teaching methods, contents of the subjects are irrelevant to the
students way of using the language; the subjectsare too long and uninteresting; tests are too
few or too long at a time ; and learners devoted too little time to practice. All of there result in
lacking of confidence On part of the learners to use the language correctly.

It is expected that the results and suggestions frem this research will be found useful
for improving teachmg method as well as for the revision of the Thai language program to suit

the students ability and their situations.
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