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Project Title. Delimtationof Rights in Land (Thail and)

Nanme of the Investigator. Mss Somsiri Theraparhb.

Year . March 1986

Mbstract.

Land is a limted natural resource while population is on
the increase. This enhances the need for the acquisition of |and for
resi dence and carrying on with the occupations. Thailand is basically
an agricul tural country and therefore land is vital to agricultural
production.  Unfortunately,at present, farmers are facing difficult
probl ens concerning land tenure. A substantial nunber of farmers do
not own land of their own. They are either nere tenants to the |and-
lords or enployees on the farm The majority of farmers in Thail and
who do own land own only small pieces of land which are in adequate
for systematic agricultural purposes. This couples with the problem
of lowfertility inland owing to repetitive use of land without
increasing its fertility make inpossiblethe increase inthe production
or attempts at new agricul tural products. Economc problens add to
the Zoss of land tenure by farners. This is a major probl emfacing our
country and kas « direct effect on the economc and political situations
inour society. It is a problemwhich needs i medi ate and effective

sol uti on.

Legal measure is an inportant solutionfor the problem df

land tenure. It is submtted that the delimtion of rights concerning



land tenure and the acquisition of land will create a fairer systemof
distributionof and among the citizen. One will not be able to own
more land than is necessary for residential or occupational purposes.
However, in order to achieve a fair distributionof Zand, other |egal
measures nust be devised to support this end, for exanples, the pro-
gressive tax system the control of land |eased for agricultural pur-

poses and land reformfor agricultural purposes etc.

The research undertaken is a conbi nation of docunentary and
)
field research. The substance of the regarch maybe classified into

the fol |l owi ng heads :
a) Cassification of |and, the significance of land in the

society its econony and politics, classification of land certificates

and their issues.

bl Hstory of land tenure in Thailand. The right concerning

| and tenure of natural and juristic person.

¢) Legal neasures concerning the delimtationof rights in

land and | egal neasures supporting the distribution of |and.

dl Law concerning |and tenure and |egal neasures supporting

the distributionof land tenure in the Republic of China(Taiwan)

ds a result of thisresearch, it is submtted that |egal
measuras concerning the delimtationof rights in [and be adopt ed.
A person shall not be permtted to possess more than 50 rais of |and
for agricultural purposes, 25 rais for industrial purposes, 10 rais
for conmercial purposes and 5 rais for residential purposes. However

certain exceptions nust be catered for, in cases where a person is



capable of making use of the land to the full potential, or the industry
involved calls for a larger area of land than is permtted by law, or
the industry involved is promoted by the Board of Investnent, that

person may apply to have his rights of land tenure extended.

If one can regul ate cleary the measures of delimtation of
rights in land tenure di scussed above and nake theminto full force,
it is submtted that afair distribution of land tenure will be achieved.
This will lead to the solution of effective use of the greatest natural

resource on earth to the benefit of the greatest number of the public.
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