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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the preparing of the readiness of Thai secondary schools
in responding to the creation of the ASEAN Community. It has three purposes: (1) to analyze the
students’ qualifications according to the project called “the Spirit ASEAN”, which is a curriculum
designed to prepare students, including Thai secondary school students, for the ASEAN
Community; (2) to evaluate the language skills and attitudes of students; and (3) to synthesize the
recommendations on how to design the curriculum, activities, and projects related to the
educational management and academic plans of the network of schools within outside of

Thailand.

Two research methods were employed: (1) the quantitative method was used to measure
the students’ knowledge of the ASEAN and language skills among ‘sister’ schools and ‘buffer’
schools by analyzing the data through the modeling of the structural equation using LISREL
program; (2) the qualitative method was used by making in-depth interviews of administrators,
teachers, and executives as well as analyzing documents related to plans and policies at the

secondary school level.

Based on the research findings, school executives should develop teachers by having them
analyze the curriculum of their schools, preparing learning units, and lesson plans in order to
make the students become aware of and understand and have positive attitudes towards ASEAN
community, of every subject group. Social, religion, and cultural studies should have explicit
ASEAN contents, which can be done by tabulating content units with learning standards,
indicators, key concepts, time, and weighed score. The results from the structural modeling

analysis show that there were five factors that could explain the desirable attributes of Thai



students with ASEAN heart. The first factor was the skills and knowledge of ASEAN societies,
followed by the positive attitudes towards ASEAN integration. The third was the factor
embodying cultural knowledge and skills. The fourth was the skills and knowledge of ASEAN

languages, and the fifth was the skills and knowledge of English, the official language of ASEAN.

Based on the research findings, the following recommendations have been made: (1) Educational
mechanisms should be used to build a stable and prosperous ASEAN in security, economic, social
and cultural aspects; (2) in the realm of teaching and learning, schools and institutes should set up
committees to develop desirable skills and knowledge of their own students, prepare suitable
instruction and building up networks; (3) teacher development under the theme of ASEAN
integration, is necessary, especially basic education teachers, and such development should
incorporate all parties involving in teacher development such as professional organizations and
executives, including teachers capable of developing themselves; and (4) efforts and activities
aiming to prepare Thai students for successful participation in the SEAN economy require

cooperation and implementation of every educational organization and system.
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