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Abstract

Educators have a responsibility to help students understand what citizenship
means. One way, students will become responsible, active citizens in their
communities, is to participate in activities which will foster citizenship.

The main purpose of this classroom research was to compare the levels of
citizenship awareness among university students before and after learning GE138
Civic Education through problem-based learning activities, both inside and outside the
university. The one-group pretest-posttest design was used in this study by collecting
the data from the 57 Dhurakij Pundit University students who registered in GE138
Civic Education in the first semester of the academic year 2012. Questionnaires about
citizenship awareness were used for collecting data. The data then was analyzed using
percentage, mean, standard deviation, and t-test.

The results showed that after learning through the problem-based learning
activities, their overall citizenship awareness levels and each aspect of levels in terms
of self-reliance/self responsibility, respect the rights of others, respect the diversity and
difference of people, respect the principle of equality, respect the rules/laws, and
responsibility to the society, were statistically significantly higher than before learning
(p-value < .001).

Recommendations: 1) the instructor should have a role as a facilitator in civic
education activities in order to encourage students to learn and be aware of citizenship
by themselves; and 2) the instructor should continue students’ learning activities of
civic education from problem-based learning activities to project-based learning
activities in order to have students have real experience and participation with the

people in the community, both inside and outside the university.
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