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Abstract

The present research on the lessons learned from the youths’ group
communication process regarding public consciousness has objectives as follows: 1) to
analyze the youths’ group communication patterns in building networks, gathering and
expanding networks in undertaking public activities, 2) to examine communication
process of the youths in strengthening and promoting mutual closeness in having
public consciousness, and 3) to identify factors leading to successful networking of the
youths. This research applied four qualitative research methods including documentary
research, in-depth interviews, focus group discussions and non-participation
observation.

The results of the study indicated that communication patterns in building
networks through the youths’ group activities were inter-personal communications,
group communications, media activities and communications through religious
activities. Meanwhile, the communication process to strengthen the groups and to
build mutual closeness were group communications related to social relationship
derived from sense of belonging to similar social groups.

In addition, factors that lead to successful groups included strong belief in
activities to make merits to achieve the final goal in life, which is the usual practice of
Buddhist clubs; group communications based on love and mercy; open
communications; and leadership.

Suggestions for future research were to investigate communication skills of
leaders who can link Buddhist belief and the youths, to study elements of message
design consistent with the youths’ modern way of life in the current IT society, as well

as to do research on the audience using Audience Approach
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