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ABSTRACT

Title : A Study of Psychological Factors and Socia Background Influencing English
Learning Achievement of First — Year Engineering Students at Private Universities in

Bangkok Metropolis.

The main purposes of this research were to study psychological factors (attitude,
motivation and English learning strategies) and social background influencing achievement in
learning English of first — year engineering studentsat private universities in Bangkok Metropolis
and to study the relationships of psychological factors and social background influencing English
learning achievement. Furthermore, the comparison between the psychological factors and social
background of first - year engincering high and low language leaming achievers was

investigated.

The sample population were 410 first — year engineering students at préate universities
in -Bangkok Metropolis. They were divided in 2 groups : high and low language learning
achievers ou lite basis of e achievemen in learming English. The students wiwn English G.r.A.
higher than grade C were considered language iearning high achievers and ihose with grade C or
lower than C were considered language leaming luw achievers. By sinipie randam p i 88

students were chossn in each-group.

The data collection in this study was carried out with the questionnaire investigating the
views that first — year cngincering students hold of their EFL Icaming expericnccs as related to
attitude, motivation, English Icaming strategies and social background promoting language

learning.

The data collected weore accomplished through use of pcrcentage, arithmatic mean,

Pearson's Correlation Coefficient and t - tests. The results of the data analyses revealed that
first - year engineciing students” atitude and integrative mativation toward English language

learning were at the moderate level while their instrumental motivation Was at the hizh level.



With respect to English learning strategics, the students strategy use in understanding the
language and monitoring of learning and language use were at the moderate level. The study also
indicated that the students social background promoting English language learning concerning
English language use outside the class and parental support in learning English was at the
moderate level. A significant relationship was found, as evidenced by Pearson's Correlation
Coefficient, between psychological factors, social background and English learning achievement.
In addition. attitude was found to be the most influential factor to language |earning achievement.
The findings from t — tests indicated that there were significant differences between language
learning high echievers and language learning low achievers attitude, motivation, English
learning strategies and social background promoted language learning. Furthermore, the study
also found that female students had more instrumental motivation and better social background

promoting language learning than male students.
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